
 
COMPREHENSIVE SUPPORT AND IMPROVEMENT SCHOOLS 
 
Dear Gateway MST Middle School parent: 
 
  
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) tracks certain measures of 
academic achievement and educational equity in accordance with the federal Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) to ensure that all Missouri students have equal opportunities to grow and succeed, regardless 
of where they live or where they go to school. DESE is using this accountability system to identify ways 
to support local schools as we work to improve for the benefit of our students. 
 
Our school has been identified as a comprehensive support and improvement school under criteria 
outlined in ESSA. This means we are eligible for support and possibly additional federal funding. I want 
to tell you how we – parents, teachers, school staff, and community members – will work together to 
create a strong and effective Gateway MST Middle School. 
 
We will build upon the work that school staff, teachers, parents and community members have 
undertaken to improve our school, including infusing culturally responsive and positive behavior 
interventions and supports. In addition, we have integrated reading initiatives across content areas to 
assure that all Gateway students are able to read on or above grade level by promotion to high school. 

 
We will conduct a comprehensive needs assessment. This will allow us to clearly identify what Gateway 
MST Middle School does well and what we need to improve. Then, we will create a detailed 
improvement plan that will be reviewed and approved by our district and DESE. As a result of this 
improvement plan, we may be able to receive additional federal funds to improve classroom instruction 
for our students. 

 
We take this work very seriously. We have already begun the planning phase and will start 
implementing the improvement plan at the beginning of the 2019-20 school year. 

 
Please look for additional information about how you can be involved as we move forward. In the 
meantime, if you want to learn more about Missouri’s accountability system, visit 
https://dese.mo.gov/quality-schools/mo-school-improvement-program. And to keep up to date on our 
plans at Gateway MST Middle School, keep an eye on http://www.slps.org/gatewayms. 

 
Thank you for your support of Gateway MST Middle School. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Dr. A. Michael Shaw, Principal  

https://dese.mo.gov/quality-schools/mo-school-improvement-program
http://www.slps.org/gatewayms



